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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 
March  1,  1#1 


Snow  accumulation  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado  River  in 
Wyoming  and  Colorado  is  generally  above  average  for  March  1 
and  considerably  above  this  date  in  195>0,    Snow  cover  is  well 
above  normal  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Green  in  Wyoming  and  on 
the  source  of  the  Colorado  and  Gunnison  Rivers  in  Colorado* 
Elsewhere  in  Colorado  snow  cover  is  normal  or  slightly  below 
normal,    On  new  Mexico  tributaries  snow  fall  has  been  deficient. 
Soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  as  fair  to  good  in 
Wyoming  and  Colorado  except  for  the  extreme  southwest  section 
of  Coloradoo 

The  snow  cover  at  high  elevations  in  Arizona  continues  to  be 
extremely  deficient.    Stream  flow  is  below  normal  and  reservoir 
storage  is  at  minimum  level s* 


COLORADO  RIVER  AND  TRIBUTARIES 
IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (Above  Glenwood  Springs):    The  snow  cover  on  the  Colorado  and 
Roaring  Forks  Rivers  above  Glenwood  Springs  is  well  above  normal  for  this 
date  and  substantially  above  last  year0    North  of  the  Colorado  River  and  on 
the  Grand  Mesa  the  current  snow  cover  is  normal  to  slightly  below  normal. 
The  summer  flow  of  the  Blue  River  should  be  well  above  average  since  cur- 
rent snow  cover  is  the  highest 1  since  snow  surveys  were  started  and  extends 
to  medium  elevations.    Storage  in  Green  Mountain  Reservoir  is  now  76,000 
acre-feet  as  comparedto  lltfjOOO  on  March  1,  195>0,    Soil  moisture  conditions 
are  described  as  good  in  the  upper  vallev  and  fair  to  good  in  the  Grand 
Valley  *    Streamflow  is  reported  as  a"' out  average. 

Gunnison  River:    The  water  supply  outlook  for  the  Gunnison  is  similar  to  the 
upper  Colorado  except  that  the  snow  cover  on  the  southern  tributaries  is 
slightly  less  than  normal.    From  Marshall  Pass  west  along  the  Continental 
Divide  including  the  headwaters  of  the  Uncompahgre,  the  snow  fall  has  been 
less  than  normal  but  above  195>0,    Storage  in  Taylor  Park  reservoir  is  now 
about  £0,000  acre-feet  as  compared  to  71>000  a  year  ago-,    Stream  flow  is 
reported  as  about  90  percent  of  average,    precipitation  has  been  deficient 
and  soil  moisture  conditions  are  described  as  fair. 

Yampa  and  White  Rivers a    The  snow  cover  on  these  Green  River  tributaries 
in  Colorado  is  about  normal  as  of  this  date.      On  the  North  Fork  of  the 
White  River  there  is  a  small  area  of  heavy  snow  cover0    precipitation  at 
valley  elevations  has  been  deficient.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  described 
as  fair  to  good  in  the  high  valleys0 


CD 
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San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers:    Snow  cover  along  the  Continental  Divide  and 
San  Juan  mountains  in  southwestern  Colorado  is  80  to  100  percent  of 
normal.    Summer  streamflow  from  this  snow  cover  will  probably  be  less 
than  indicated  because  of  dry  conditions  during  the  fall  and  early  winter 
months*    On  New  wexico  tributaries  snow  fall  has  been  decidedly  deficientc 
There  is  no  snow  at  lower  elevations.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are 
described  as  fair  to  poor.    Stream  flow  is  less  than  normalo    Storage  in 
Vallecito  Reservoir  is  much  below  average  with  25,000  acre-feet  in  storage 
as  compared  to  51,600  a  year  ago* 

Dolores  River:    Snow  cover  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Dolores  River  is 
about  normal  with  snow  extending  to  lower  elevations  in  the  mountain  areas. 
The  soil  is  extremely  dry  in the  Cortez  irrigated  district.    Stream  flow 
is  reported  to  be  about  average.    Storage  in  Groundhog  Reservoir  is  3100 
acre-feet  as  compared  to  7600  on  inarch  1,  195>0  and  a  past  ten  year  average 
of  about  10,000  acre-feet* 


GREEN  RIVER  IN  WYOMING 

From  limited  snow  surveys  on  this  watershed  March  1,  the  snow  cover 
is  very  high  with  l££  percent  of  normal  this  year  as  compared  to  12£ 
percent  of  normal  on  this  date  in  19U9  and  19!?0C    Valley  precipitation 
has  been  about  average,  the  soil  is  wet  and  stream  flow  is  reported  to  be 
above  average*    Snow  in  valley  areas  is  below  average  for  this  time  of 
the  season. 


COLORADO  RIVLR  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

The  water  supply  outlook  for  the  Colorado  River  tributaries  in 
Arizona  remains  unfavorable*    There  was  light  snow  on  practically  all 
courses  as  of  March  1  and  some  relatively  heavy  snow  has  been  reported 
on  the  northern  part  of  the  Salt  and  Verde  drainages  since  March  10  High 
winds  and  warm  temperatures  will  cause  much  of  this  snow  to  evaporate 
and  the  dry  soil  under  the  snow  will  also  reduce  the  runoff  from  snow  melt. 
Stream  flow  as  of  March  1  was  much  below  normal  with  the  following  flows 
in  second-feet  reported  for  the  Salt  River  190,  for  the  Tonto  36*  and 
for  the  Verde  River  328©    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  described  as  fs.ir 
in  the  Salt  River  Valley.    Storage  in  the  Salt  River  reservoirs  is  a 
small  percent  of  average  and  just  over  one-half  of  March  1,  19!?0,    There  is 
no  water  in  San  Carlos  reservoir  on  the  Gila  River.    Precipitation  has 
been  below  normalo 

Net  storage  in  Lake  Mead  as  of  March  1  was  17,22^,000  acre-feet, 
about  1,000,000  acre-feet  less  than  a  year  ago„ 
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WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 
March  1,  1951 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


